
 
 

 
The Monkey System or Every One For Himself Henry Clay says "Walk in and see the new improved grand original American 
System!" The cages are labeled: "Home, Consumption, Internal, Improv". This 1831 cartoon ridiculing Clay's American System 
depicts monkeys, labeled as being different parts of a nation's economy, stealing each other's resources (food) with commentators 
describing it as either great or a humbug.
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